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PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD
“BF" TOWER

The Bradford or “BF" Tower was built by the Pennsylvania Rail-
road circa 1929. .at the important site of Bradford dJunction. It
replaced an earlier wooden tower that stood to its west. From
this building, operators controlled the  movement of every train,
aligned track switches, set the track side signals, and relayed
messages to the crews in the locomotive and caboose of passing
trains. The tower originally housed a desk, telegraph equipment,
and the all-important railroad cl Its core housed many steel
throw-arms. known as Armstrong ers. These were hand thrown,
connecting track switches s pipes throughout the
Jjunction area. Th 0 ] outlying towers
and dispatching ce T o Indianapolis and

ns 1 n the late

June ‘Lines West’ eting held in Bradford. 2 photos by Ron Widman.



N2 #7962 East Bound PRR light engine ‘chuffs’ past “BF” Tower. April 20, 1952.
Photo by Dick Acton Sr.



Lines West- President Al Doddroe conducts Jue meeting,
during member discussion at Bradford Library.

Lines West member Russ Thompson patiently listens to Marilyn Kosier
as she reviews the History of Bradford. 2 Photos by Ron Widman

Lines West members then traveled to Piqua and visited member Gary Salzgaber’s detailed and
specially focused PRR *HO’ layout.



Lines West member Gary Salgzaber operates his PRR ‘HO’ layout while
members debate a PRR topic.

PRR Truc Train speeds along as PRR passenger train enters mountain tunnel above.

Ron Widman 2 photos.
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